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    It is almost impossible for me to believe that 25 
years ago I celebrated my first Mass as a priest 
at Christ the King Church and 25 years later I 
am serving here as your pastor. I remember that 
day so well and all the wonderful people of the 
parish who came to that Mass and the reception 
afterwards. Sadly many of them are no longer 
with us, but I have had the honor to send many 
of them home to the Lord. In 25 years there have 
been so many blessings that I never could have 
envisioned, one of them being my return to Christ 

the King as pastor. I have been blessed with wonderful assignments over the 
years at St. Charles, Sts. Peter and Paul in Kingfisher, and St. Francis here in 
Oklahoma City. Wherever I have been, people have welcomed me with all my 
faults and shortcomings, and together, here as well as in my other parishes, we 
have proclaimed the Gospel and served the people of God. Sure, there have been 
hard times, and we haven’t always agreed on everything.  I’ve had to take stands 
that were not popular from time to time, but that is part of the call of priesthood. 
 I am blessed to have baptized almost 1,700 people, married around 600 
couples, celebrated funerals for more than 700, confirmed around 500, anointed 
literally thousands, heard thousands of confessions, and celebrated nearly 12,000 
Masses in those 25 years. I am also blessed to have worked two days a week for 
19 years at the Archdiocese in the Marriage Tribunal. 
 Thank you to everyone who helped celebrate the 25th anniversary of my 
ordination this summer. I was truly humbled by the outpouring of support and 
quite touched and overwhelmed. I would like to thank the committee that helped 
to organize things: Carrie Leonard, Amy Feighny, Jayne Clarke, Judy Love, Julie 
Naifeh, Margie Humphrey, Sarah Wieneke, Annamarie Cooper and Edwin Day. 
Most of all I would like to thank God for calling me to serve as his priest. It has truly 
been an adventure like none other, and I wonder what the next 25 years will hold.
    This summer we also welcomed for the first time in twelve years an associate 
pastor to Christ the King. The last associate we had was Fr. Francis Nguyen. Since 
it’s inception in 1949, Christ the King has always had a pastor and at least one 
associate pastor (sometimes more); however, when the shortage of clergy hit, 
we did without for many years. Due to an uptick in ordinations and an increase 
in the number of missionary priests from India and Africa, we have more priests 
serving in the Archdiocese than we did 15 years ago. So, we welcome Fr. Aaron 
Foshee, who has been a priest for two years serving at St. Francis Xavier in 
Enid. Fr. Foshee comes from Oklahoma City and his home parish was Our Lady’s 
Cathedral. There are many things that I simply cannot do given, my duties here 
and at the Tribunal. It will be nice to have some help, and it gives you a break from 
hearing me all the time! Like the old saying goes, two heads are better than one. 
 An historic event in the life of the Church, our nation and our Archdiocese was 
the beatification of Blessed Fr. Stanley Rother on September 23rd. Nearly 20,000 
people attended the event, coming from all over the world. Only a week later, 
more than 4,000 people came to the same place to hear a talk by the popular 
Catholic author, Matthew Kelly. It is an exciting time to be Catholic - all the more 
so to be Catholic in Oklahoma. We are truly blessed.

2

CK Magazine is a publication of Christ the King Catholic Church in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
It is edited by Kelly Fanning, printed locally and provided free of charge to all parishioners. No 
commercial advertising is accepted. Christ the King Catholic Church is part of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City and is located at 8005 Dorset Dr. in Nichols Hills.

PARISH OFFICE
Pastor
Rev. Richard Stansberry 

Associate Pastor
Rev. Aaron Foshee 

Business Manager
Patrick Cullen
     patrick@ckokc.org

Communications & Webmaster
Kelly Fanning
     kelly@ckokc.org 

Membership & Scheduling
Jayne Clarke
     jayne@ckokc.org

Music Ministry
Edwin Day, Director/Organist
     edwin@ckokc.org
Bob Shull, Assistant Director
     bobshull99@yahoo.com

Nursery
Becky Cornelius, Coordinator
     nursery@ckokc.org 

Discipleship & Evangelization
Jenni Butch, Director
     jenni@ckokc.org
Margaret Tunell, Assistant
     margaret@ckokc.org 
Cindy Rice, Assistant
     cindy@ckokc.org

Parish Life
Pam Cullen, Director
     pam@ckokc.org
Kathy Arambula, Assistant
     kathya@ckokc.org

Youth Ministry
Antonio Guzman, Director
     antonio@ckokc.org
Cindy Rice, Assistant
     cindy@ckokc.org

SCHOOL OFFICE
Amy Feighny, Principal
     afeighny@ckschool.com
Robert Crump, Jr. High Administrator
     rcrump@ckschool.com
Helen McBennett, Secretary
     helen@ckokc.org
Vanessa Pierce, Financial Secretary
     vanessa@ckokc.org
Mary Schrantz, Advancement Director
     mschrantz@ckschool.com

Staff Dear Parishioners...

Nov. 5-11 is Vocation Awareness Week



3

Inside
This Issue

 2 Dear Parishioners...
 3 Purr-fect Proofreading
 4 CK Women Recap
 5 Fr. Stanley Rother
 9 Unbound Continues Blessed
     Stanley Rother’s Work 
     in Guatemala
 10 Welcome, Fr. Foshee
 11 Pray for Our Seminarians
  Inaugural Jim Weinmann Bridge
     Scholarship Recipients Named
  Parish Ministry Leaders Hear
     from Jim Beckman
 12 Behold, Catholic Beard Balm
 14 Fr. Rick Celebrates 25 Years of 
     Priesthood
 18 Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
 19 Growing in Faith through
     Pilgrimage
  Flying on Sunday? Many Airport 
     Chapels Offer Mass
 20 Are You Ready to Answer 
     Our Lady of Fatima?
 21 Pope Offers Prayer for 
	 	 			Victims	of	California	Wildfires
  Do You Have Time for Eternity?
 22 Annual Fund Donors
 23 School Open House Nov. 12
  Annual Fund Donation Form
 24 Special Olympics Athletes
     Meet with Pope Francis
 25 Marriage In His Image
  Fall Festival & Trunk-or-Treat
  Thanksgiving Baskets
  Advent Begins on Dec. 3
 26 Signs vs. Symbols
 27 Trust in Christ – Not 
     in Horoscopes, 
     Pope Francis Says
 28 Did this Spanish Nun Bi-locate 
     to Texas?
 29 Pet Blessing
 30 Defying Vatican on Euthanasia
 31 She Wanted to be Euthanized 
     but Changed Her Mind
 32 Addressing Domestic Abuse
 33 The Future of the US Church
 34 Donate Blood on Nov. 6
 35 A Chance to Change Education 
     Series Calendar

OKC
97.3 
FM

Purr-fect Proofreading
Cindy Rice and her proofreading companion, Cosette, are a big help in getting 
the magazine ready for print. Cindy has worked at Christ the King since Aug. 15, 
1981, and though she recently went part-time, she is still a big part of the CK staff 
family, coordinating baptisms, lending her keen eye for detail to the magazine, 
helping Antonio out in the busy Youth Office, and consulting on all hospitality-
related matters. If there are flowers and silver involved, you can bet that Cindy 
is too! Cindy can be reached at Christ the King on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays.

Thank you to all who 
support Catholic 
Radio in Oklahoma!

Visit www.soonercatholic.org
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On April 21st, the Parish Center 
Atrium was bustling with CK women 
busily preparing for the Inaugural CK 
Women’s Luncheon. It was stormy 
and wet that day, and the power had 
gone out. But by the grace of God, 
plus our amazing Atrium sky lights, we 
had plenty of light for the luncheon, as 
Father Rick proclaimed “the luncheon 
must go on!” One hundred women 
were registered for the luncheon, and 
it was a packed house for the first 
official gathering of CK Women. They 
enjoyed a beautiful catered meal, with 
darling cupcakes that were formed into 
little flower bouquets. Gorgeous floral 

arrangements decorated the room. 
 Carole Brown, the archdiocesan 
Director of the Office of New 
Evangelization, was the featured 
speaker and inspired the crowd by 
sharing her own growth in bringing 
Catholic radio to Ireland, and 
expansion of roles for women within 
the Church and its culture. She also 
discussed Saint Pope John Paul II’s 
own tribute, “the genius of women,” 
by giving thanks to women for their 
many and varied roles in the family, 
the community and the Church. Guests 
enjoyed door prizes, including jewelry, 
games and spiritual material. Many 

women met for the first time, enjoying 
making new connections and visiting 
with old friends. The mood was upbeat, 
bright and uplifting, despite the dreary 
weather. CK Women had a great time 
and can’t wait for the next luncheon on 
October 6th, when the featured speaker 
will be CK School and McGuinness 
alumna, Nancy Miller.  Nancy is a 
veteran television series producer 
and writer.  Nancy’s current project is 
producing the movie, “American Saint: 
Father Stanley Rother.” You won’t 
want to miss this special opportunity 
for fun, fellowship, nourishment and 
connection. 

CK Women kicked-off semi-annual luncheon in 
spring by Kerri Beasley
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CK Women welcomed Nancy Miller and Fr. Don 
Wolf for lunch and panel discussion on Blessed 
Fr. Stanley Rother
The fall CK Women’s Lunch on Friday, 
October 6th began with warm apple 
cider and live piano music by Teresa 
Brekke. A delicious lunch was catered 
by Debbie Davis Sanders. The highlight 
of the event was a panel discussion on 
Blessed Stanley Rother with Nancy 
Miller and Fr. Don Wolf and moderated 
by Linda Haneborg. 
  Fr. Don Wolf is the pastor of 
St. Eugene Church in Oklahoma City 
and is a cousin of Bl. Stanley Rother. 
He grew up in Wheatland, Oklahoma, 
and was ordained in 1981 after studies 
at Oklahoma State University and St. 
Meinrad Seminary. He received a 
doctorate in preaching from Seabury-
Western Seminary. He has served at 
St. Peter in Guymon, St. Francis Xavier 
in Enid, Sacred Heart in Mangum, 
Prince of Peace in Altus, Holy Angels 
in Oklahoma City, Sacred Heart in 
Oklahoma City, Assumption in Duncan, 
and St. Benedict in Shawnee. He has 
been pastor at St. Eugene’s since 
2013.
 Nancy grew up in Oklahoma City 

where she attended Christ the King 
School and Bishop McGuinness 
High School. After graduating from 
the University Of Oklahoma, Nancy 
served in VISTA for a year working 
with underprivileged children. Though 
journalism was not her major, Nancy 
felt she had something to say and 
moved to Los Angeles to work in the 
industry writing lyrics and jingles and 
doing background work for television 
and movies. She is a veteran television 
series producer and writer and most 
recently created the acclaimed TNT 
series Saving Grace, starring Academy 
Award winner Holly Hunter. The show 
is the fourth original series created 
by Miller, who also created and 
served as executive producer on the 
successful drama series Leaving L.A. 
and the highly popular series Any 
Day Now, starring Annie Potts. Her 
latest mainstream television series is 
the hit  Nashville. Nancy is supportive 
of many charities and community 
activities such as Food for the Poor, 
American Cancer Society, Oklahoma 

City Memorial, and Tulsa Project, and 
is the writer of a movie on Bl. Stanley 
Rother that is now in production. 

All Women Are 
Invited
Keep an eye on the Sunday bulletin, 
the parish website, social media and 
the parish app to learn about the 2018 
CK Women’s spring and fall luncheons.
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Blessed Stanley Rother. Credit Fr. David Monahan, Courtesy of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City Archives.
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EWTN/CNA – In December 2016, Pope 
Francis officially acknowledged Fr. 
Rother’s martyrdom, making him the 
first recognized martyr to have been 
born in the United States.
 Fr. Rother was from the unassuming 
town of Okarche, Okla., where the 
parish, school and farm were the pillars 
of community life. He went to the same 
school his whole life and lived with his 
family until he left for seminary.
 Surrounded by good priests and 
a vibrant parish life, Stanley felt God 
calling him to the priesthood from a 
young age. But despite a strong calling, 
Stanley would struggle in the seminary, 
failing several classes and even out of 
one seminary before graduating from 
Mount St. Mary’s seminary in Maryland.
 Hearing of Stanley’s struggles, 
Sister Clarissa Tenbrick, his 5th 
grade teacher, wrote him to offer 
encouragement, reminding him that the 
patron of all priests, St. John Vianney, 
also struggled in seminary.
“Both of them were simple men who 
knew they had a call to the priesthood 
and then had somebody empower 
them so that they could complete 
their studies and be priests,” Maria 
Scaperlanda, author of The Shepherd 
Who Didn’t Run, a biography of the 
martyr, told CNA in an interview last 
year.
 “And they brought a goodness, 
simplicity and generous heart with 
them in (everything) they did.”
 When Stanley was still in seminary, 
St. John XXIII asked the Churches of 
North America to send assistance and 
establish missions in Central America. 
Soon after, the dioceses of Oklahoma 
City and Tulsa established a mission in 
Santiago Atitlan in Guatemala, a poor 
rural community of mostly indigenous 
people.
 A few years after he was ordained, 
Fr. Stanley accepted an invitation to 
join the mission team, where he would 
spend the next 13 years of his life.
 When he arrived to the mission, the 
Tz’utujil Mayan Indians in the village 
had no native equivalent for Stanley, 
so they took to calling him Padre 

Francisco, after his baptismal name of 
Francis.
 The work ethic Fr. Stanley learned 
on his family’s farm would serve him 
well in this new place. As a mission 
priest, he was called on not just to 
say Mass, but to fix the broken truck 
or work the fields. He built a farmers’ 
co-op, a school, a hospital, and the first 
Catholic radio station, which was used 
for catechesis to the even more remote 
villages.
 “What I think is tremendous is 
how God doesn’t waste any details,” 
Scaperlanda said. “That same love 
for the land and the small town where 
everybody helps each other, all those 
things that he learned in Okarche 
is exactly what he needed when he 
arrived in Santiago.”
 The beloved Padre Francisco 
was also known for his kindness, 
selflessness, joy and attentive presence 
among his parishioners. Dozens of 
pictures show giggling children running 
after Padre Francisco and grabbing his 
hands, Scaperlanda said.
 “It was Father Stanley’s natural 
disposition to share the labor with 
them, to break bread with them, and 
celebrate life with them, that made the 

community in Guatemala say of Father 
Stanley, ‘he was our priest,’” she said.
 Over the years, the violence 
of the Guatemalan civil war inched 
closer to the once-peaceful village. 
Disappearances, killings and danger 
soon became a part of daily life, but 
Fr. Stanley remained steadfast and 
supportive of his people.
 In 1980-1981, the violence 
escalated to an almost unbearable 
point. Fr. Stanley was constantly seeing 
friends and parishioners abducted or 
killed. In a letter to Oklahoma Catholics 
during what would be his last Christmas, 
the priest relayed to the people back 
home the dangers his mission parish 
faced daily.
 “The reality is that we are in 
danger. But we don’t know when or 
what form the government will use to 
further repress the Church…. Given 
the situation, I am not ready to leave 
here just yet… But if it is my destiny 
that I should give my life here, then 
so be it.... I don’t want to desert these 
people, and that is what will be said, 
even after all these years. There is still 
a lot of good that can be done under 
the circumstances.”

Fr. Stanley Rother, first US-born martyr, 
beatified in September

Continued on page 8
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 He ended the letter with what 
would become his signature quote: 
“The shepherd cannot run at the first 
sign of danger. Pray for us that we 
may be a sign of the love of Christ for 
our people, that our presence among 
them will fortify them to endure these 
sufferings in preparation for the coming 
of the Kingdom.”
 In January 1981, in immediate 
danger and his name on a death list, 
Fr. Stanley did return to Oklahoma for a 
few months. But as Easter approached, 
he wanted to spend Holy Week with his 
people in Guatemala.
 “Father Stanley could not abandon 
his people,” Scaperlanda said. “He 
made a point of returning to his 
Guatemala parish in time to celebrate 
Holy Week with his parishioners that 
year – and ultimately was killed for 
living out his Catholic faith.”
 The morning of July 28, 1981, three 
Ladinos, the non-indigenous men who 
had been fighting the native people 
and rural poor of Guatemala since the 
1960s, broke into Fr. Rother’s rectory. 
They wished to disappear him, but 

he refused. Not wanting to endanger 
the others at the parish mission, he 
struggled but did not call for help. 
Fifteen minutes and two gunshots later, 
Father Stanley was dead and the men 
fled the mission grounds.
 Scaperlanda, who has worked on 
Fr. Stanley’s cause for canonization, 
said the priest is a great witness and 
example: “He fed the hungry, sheltered 
the homeless, visited the sick, 
comforted the afflicted, bore wrongs 
patiently, buried the dead – all of it.”
 His life is also a great example 
of ordinary people being called to do 
extraordinary things for God, she said.
“[W]hat impacted me the most about 
Father Stanley’s life was how ordinary 
it was!” she said.
 “I love how simply Oklahoma City’s 
Archbishop Paul Coakley states it: 
‘We need the witness of holy men and 
women who remind us that we are all 
called to holiness – and that holy men 
and women come from ordinary places 
like Okarche, Oklahoma,’” she said.
 “Although the details are different, 
I believe the call is the same – and the 

challenge is also the same. Like Father 
Stanley, each of us is called to say ‘yes’ 
to God with our whole heart. We are all 
asked to see the Other standing before 
us as a child of God, to treat them with 
respect and a generous heart,” she 
added.
 “We are called to holiness – 
whether we live in Okarche, Oklahoma, 
or New York City or Guatemala City.” 

O God, fount of all holiness,
make us each walk worthily in our vocation, 
through the intercession of your Saints, 
on whom you bestowed 
a great variety of graces on earth. 
Having graced Your Church 
with the life and ministry 
of Your missionary priest Stanley Rother, 
by his intercession grant that 
his humble flock may reach 
where the brave Shepherd has gone. 
Grant that Your Church 
may proclaim him a Saint 
serving in Your presence 
and interceding for us. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Oklahoma City, Okla., Sep 25, 2017 
/ 10:28 am (CNA/EWTN News) - 
Father John Goggin was serving as 
a missionary priest in Guatemala on 
July 28, 1981, when he was awakened 
early with the news that Father Stanley 
Rother, from the parish just up the 
road, had been killed in the night by a 
government-backed death squad.
 While another priest went to be 
with Fr. Rother’s people, it became Fr. 
Goggin’s job to drive an hour to the 
Sololá-Chimaltenango diocesan office 
to alert the people there. He also had to 
tell the news to the American embassy 
and the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.
 Fr. Goggin said he knew Father 
Stanley for many years, having been 
missionary priests in the same region 
of Guatemala.  
 Fr. Stanley was a priest from the 
small town of Okarche, Oklahoma, 
and spent 13 years of his priesthood 
as a beloved missionary in Santiago, 
Atitlan in Guatemala before he was 
killed. Pope Francis declared him a 
martyr last year, paving the way for his 
beatification.
 His sacrifice is something that 
continues to inspire and challenge Fr. 
Goggin as a priest, which is why he 
made the nearly 2,000-mile journey 
to Oklahoma City to be present for his 
beatification on September 23.
 “I certainly wanted to be here, 
I never thought I would know a 
person who would be (on the path to 
canonization),” he said. “Being able to 
come to Fr. Stan’s beatification is just 
wonderful to me.”
 “In all the prayers as a priest--it’s 
the whole idea of trying to give yourself, 
doing what the Lord asks, what the 
people ask, and you find that in Fr. 
Stan,” he added.
 Fr. Stanley was also known for 
not wanting to abandon his people, 
even though he knew his life was at 
risk. After Fr. Stanley died, Fr. Goggin 

said he still did not want the 
people to feel abandoned.
 That’s why he 
was grateful when the 
opportunity came to work 
with Unbound, a non-profit founded 
by lay Catholics who had also spent 
time serving as missionaries in Latin 
America.
 The group works as a sponsorship 
program, pairing children and elderly 
people with sponsors in other countries, 
who provide monthly financial aid and 
moral support in order to help them 
achieve their own dreams and goals. 
Sponsors communicate with their 
partners through letters and e-mail, 
and also have the opportunity to visit 
the communities through awareness 
trips sponsored by Unbound.
 Unbound currently serves in 19 
countries, including countries in Latin 
America, Africa, and Asia.
 “When the opportunity came to 
become part of Unbound...I felt it was 
the direct result of a gift from Fr. Stanley 
Rother,” Fr. Goggin said, “because we 
were trying to fill a little bit of his shoes.”
 One of the founders of Unbound 
had known Fr. Stanley while serving as 
a missionary in Guatemala, and was 
inspired by his spirit of solidarity with 
his people, which he kept in the ethic of 
Unbound.
 Fr. Stanley had once flunked 
Latin studies, but he had mastered 
the local indigenous dialect of Tz’utujil 
and had become a beloved member 
of his community in Santiago Atitlan. 
He would share meals with them, visit 
them in their homes, and lived a simple 
life just like his people.
 “We come from the same 
roots,” said Andrew Kling, director 
of community outreach and media 
relations for Unbound.
 “Walking with, rather than 
speaking for the community, is part of 
our ethic. Rather than passing out stuff, 

we walk with the families. We have 
social workers who ask them: what 
are your dreams, what are your goals, 
how can we help you get there with a 
little bit of help every month. We don’t 
just parachute in western aid workers; 
we’re developing an ear and listening 
to the community,” he said.
 Chico Chavajay is a Guatemalan 
who works as the coordinator of 
Unbound’s largest project, based in the 
region around Lake Atitlan where Fr. 
Stanley worked.
 Chavajay grew up speaking the 
same native language that Fr. Stanley 
learned to speak. While he was only 
one year old when Fr. Stanley died, 
Chavajay told CNA that the impact 
of Fr. Stanley is still strongly felt by 
everyone in the region.
 “Everyone knows him. If you just 
mention his name, people respond, 
because he rescued people and 
people knew they were rescued by 
him,” Chavajay said.
 And it doesn’t matter if someone 
is Catholic or not. “Padre A’plas is 
Padre A’plas,” Chavajay noted, using 
Fr. Rother’s other name.
 “Stanley” was such a foreign 
name that the people of Guatemala 
took to calling the priest Fr. Francisco, 
after his baptismal name of Francis, 
which in Tz’utujil translates to A’plas.
 “There’s lots of connections of 
spirituality of Fr. Stanley and the spirit 
of Unbound,” Chavajay added. “Our 
program prioritizes education and 
health, just like Fr. Stanley.”
 Fr. Stanley had helped to 
establish the first hospital in the area, 
which was free and open to anyone, 
Chavajay said. That hospital saved his 
sister’s life when he was just 8 years 
old. 

Catholic group continues 
Blessed Stanley Rother’s 
work in Guatemala 
By Mary Rezac

Continued on p. 10
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Continued from p. 9

 Chavajay noted that Unbound has 
also, in a way, adopted the signature 
phrase of Fr. Stanley: “The shepherd 
cannot abandon his sheep at the first 
sign of danger.”
 This was something Fr. Stanley 
wrote in a letter home, explaining why 
he would not abandon his missionary 
post, even as the threats of the 
Guatemalan civil war escalated.
 “We have the same belief that 
we’re not going to abandon the people 
that we serve,” he said.
 The connection that Chavajay 
feels to Fr. Stanley is strong, 
particularly because they spoke the 
same language, he said.
 “I feel that I have a real blood 
connection with the community in 

Santiago and Padre A’plas because 
our language is the same,” he said.
 Furthermore, his younger brother 
also became a priest and served at 
the same parish where Fr. Stanley had 
been a priest.
 An increase in vocations is 
something that the whole region has 
seen since Fr. Stanley’s death, Fr. 
Goggin added. Five or six priests have 
come from Fr. Stanley’s own parish, 
and several more have come from the 
local diocese.

 “My own feeling is that Fr. Stan 
is making some of this happen,” Fr. 
Goggin said.
 On the morning of Fr. Stanley’s 
beatification, Unbound sponsored a 
walking pilgrimage from their hotel to 

the beatification Mass, with Fr. Goggin, 
Chavajay, and Kling in attendance. 
Fr. Goggin also got to take part in the 
procession of Fr. Stanley’s relics up to 
the altar at the beatification Mass.
 They each said it was a privilege 
to be at the Mass to honor someone 
who had and continues to have such a 
strong impact on their mission.
 “His same spirit really permeates 
what we do,” Kling said, “and we hope 
an event like this could really highlight 
the importance of walking in solidarity 
with people.
 “You don’t have to be a martyr 
to change the world. Fr. Stanley’s 
example shows that love is a choice, 
and that if you make that choice you 
can change the world. Love requires 
sacrifice, it requires vulnerability, it 
requires dedication, and sometimes it 
requires everything. But the fact that 36 
years later it lives on in such a profound 
way is a powerful testament,” he added.
 “My hope is that we will have 
many more people (who loved) like 
him, because if you look at the news 
today, we desperately need it.”  

The Unbound website is at www.unbound.org. 

A Prayer for 
Vocations

Heavenly Father, 
you have called so many of
your sons and daughters 

to the priesthood 
and religious life. 

Give them ears to hear your call
and hearts open to 
the love you offer. 

Surround them with 
love and encouragement. 

Grant their parents 
the grace to recognize 

the great blessing that a vocation is,
not only for the person called, 

but for their family, 
their community, their parish 
and whole Catholic Church. 
Father, make your call clear. 

Shine a light upon 
the path of discernment 

for your sons and daughters 
who wish to draw near to you 

in ministry and service.
Amen

Welcome, Fr. Foshee!
Christ the King welcomed its first associate pastor in a dozen years this summer 
when Fr. Aaron Foshee transferred from Enid. Fr. Foshee was ordained on June 
27, 2015. Anyone who has spotted his parked car can see by the sun visor that 
Fr. Foshee is a fan of Batman. Like Fr. Rick, he is also a gifted liturgist and singer. 
Christ the King is blessed in abundance by our priests. Please keep them in your 
daily prayers. If your son has expressed an interest in the priesthood or believes 
God may be calling him to ministry, please support him. 

God our Father, please send us holy priests!
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Inaugural Jim Weinmann Bridge 
Scholarship Recipients Named
Knights of Columbus Council 12669 established the Jim Weinmann Bridge 
Scholarship this year in honor of founding member of the Council, longtime 
parishioner, and former CK School principal Jim Weinmann, who passed away on 
Feb. 8, 2013. The scholarship is open to CK School graduates who attend Bishop 
McGuinness Catholic High School or Mount St. Mary High School. Applicants 
are chosen based on a short essay. This year’s recipients, pictured above with 
Fr. Rick and Marguerite Weinmann, are Sarah E. Tooley of Mount St. Mary High 
School (left) and Maddie E. Clarke of Bishop McGuinness High School.

Parish Ministry Leaders Hear From 
Jim Beckman
Jim Beckman, Director of the recently-formed Secretariat of Evangelization and 
Catechesis, spoke at the October 5th parish ministry leaders’ dinner. Beckman’s 
encouraging comments centered on the stages of discipleship and their scriptural 
foundations. He pointed out that following Jesus at a distance, as Peter did as 
Christ’s Passion was unfolding, sets us up for denial. Beckman urged us to “get 
close enough to be covered by the dust Jesus kicks up,” and to “become the 
beloved disciple.”

Antonio Guzman, Bernadette Klein, Sue Ryan, Jim Beckman, Debra Bellmard, 
Phil Bodman, Betty Bodman, and Deacon Jim Smith

Pray for Our 
Seminarians

Troy Bodman (right) pictured with 
Fr. Foshee at the beatification Mass for 
Bl. Fr. Stanley Rother

Brannon Lepak

Christ the King is blessed to be home to 
two seminarians, Brannon Lepak and 
Troy Bodman. We will learn more about 
Brannon and Troy in future issues of CK 
Magazine, but we ask that you begin 
praying for them regularly by name. We 
also ask that you pray for the young 
men and women of our parish and 
throughout the Archdiocese who are 
discerning God’s call to the priesthood 
and religious life. It is an exciting time 
to be Catholic in Oklahoma, and we 
need holy men and women to lead us 
through the sacraments, in ministry and 
in service. Your prayers are meaningful 
and effective. Be generous with them.
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SEATTLE, WASH., US – What do you 
do with an excess of chrism and a 
plethora of Catholic men with beards?
Tony Vasinda, a director of faith 
formation at a Catholic parish in 
Seattle, Wash., was faced with that 
dilemma three years ago when he 
ordered some of the fragrant, liturgical 
oil for his confirmation students.
 “I love it when people can actually 
engage with the materials of the 
sacrament in advance, so I wanted 
to have some non-blessed chrism we 
could use for the candidates to smell 
and help cement in their memory the 
different lessons we were teaching,” 
Vasinda told CNA.
 When he went to order essence 
of chrism, Vasinda only needed an 
ounce. But the minimum amount he 
could order was enough to make three 
gallons.
 “So I had a little bit of an excess of 
chrism,” he joked.
 Around that same time, Vasinda 

had been making beard balms for 
himself and his bearded friends, and 
he had an idea for what to do with his 
surplus.
 “I thought hey, wouldn’t it be funny 
if I made some chrism-scented Catholic 
beard balm?”
 That’s how Catholic Beard Balm 
got its start. Vasinda, and his friend 
and fellow Catholic beard balm creator 
Michael Marchand, soon started 
selling their handmade, natural balms 
in small batches with five signature 
scents. According to the website the 
balm has a myriad of beardly benefits 
including conditioning, nourishing, and 
promoting a fuller appearance. And 
the great thing is, all the proceeds 
benefit Tony and Michael’s ministry, 
ProjectYM, a resource hub for Catholic 
youth ministers.
 Tony and Michael sat down to chat 
with CNA about all things follicular and 
fragrant:
How did you recognize that Catholic beard 

balm would even have a market?
Tony: We had a conference coming 
up, and I thought we could take it 
there and sell it to other Catholic Youth 
ministers. We knew a lot of those guys 
have beards...So that was kind of how 
it started.
Michael: It’s funny, Tony brought like 
one hundred beard balms to that event, 
and we all kind of laughed at him and 
said there’s no way we’re gonna sell 
those, there’s no way people will buy 
those. And within a matter of hours, we 
sold all of them. So it was sort of like oh 
wait a minute, there is a market for this.
What’s up with Catholic guys and 
beards? So many Catholic guys I know 
have a beard going right now.
Tony:  I don’t think it’s a new thing, 
I think the real question is kind of 
like, what’s up with the lack of facial 
hair? That was really the change that 
happened at some point in the last 
couple hundred years – men stopped 
growing beards.

Behold, Catholic beard balm (yes, it’s a thing)



13

 (Beards are) kind of a unique 
signifier of manliness. There’s not a 
lot that men get to do that show off our 
masculinity in a way that’s easy for us 
to do in our daily life. Like I have zero 
desire to go chop down a tree and cut 
it up into lumber, I’m not working in a 
coal mine. So there’s a little bit of it that 
comes down to a desire to display our 
masculinity in a way that’s appropriate 
for who we are today. Plus beards are 
just awesome and they look great.
Michael: I started mine because I was 
lazy and my wife somewhere along the 
road told me hey, you either need to 
grow it out all the way or you need to 
shave it. There was no larger plan in 
my mind.
Tony: There was always a larger plan 
in my mind. I always wanted my beard 
to be larger and larger.
Tell me about the different scents your 
balms have.
Tony: We have five different aromas, 
the original three were chrism, 
Franciscan, which is the unscented, 
natural ingredients, it’s a nod to the 
simplicity of Francis and the Franciscan 
community and their close connection 
with God’s creation.
 The next one was Lectio, which was 
supposed to be evocative of the sweet 
smell of old books or old bibles, so it’s 
got amber, vanilla, and sandalwood in 
it.
 We’ve got Holy Smokes, which is 
the incense one, so that’s frankincense, 
a little bit of myrrh and a touch of 
woodsmoke. I actually had somebody 
the other day who was wearing it on 
their beard and their pastor was like, 
did we get the good incense? But it was 
because the beard balm smelled better 
than the incense they normally buy.
 We also did one that’s kind of 
(a nod) to Chesterton that is called 
Orthodoxy, that is pipe tobacco and 
hops. It’s a lighter scent, but it smells 
really good.
Who are your favorite bearded saints?
Michael: I’m a big John the Baptist 
fan. He’s kind of a throwback. He was 
willing to be radical and out there, I 
think he’s probably top on my list.
 I’m also a big fan of Cyril and 
Methodius. I’m somebody who really 
values evangelization, and I think 
St. Cyril and Methodius are perfect 
examples of that mission.
Tony: It’s hard to choose, but St. John 

Chrysostom, I knew he had a beard but 
his statement on fasting particularly is 
a modern concept that most Catholics 
understand very poorly. He has this 
(reflection) on fasting and not just 
fasting from food or meat but fasting 
from sin, really taking the time to remove 
sin from our life in an intentional way.
 Padre Pio – amazing beard, 
amazing saint. Such a surprising saint I 
think for young people to hear about.
 And then St. Max Kolbe is another 
one that I think is phenomenal, he 
grew his beard so that he could gain 
more respect in the culture that he was 
trying to minister to, and as soon as 
the Nazi’s came to attack he knew his 
beard would offend them, but he knew 
his habit would offend them more, 
so he offered to sacrifice his beard 
because he wasn’t going to sacrifice 
his commitment to God.
What has the overall response to Catholic 
Beard Balm been like?
Tony: It’s really been a cool extension 
of the New Evangelization. It’s fun how 
oftentimes humor and mirth lead us 
into that place of evangelizing in a way 
that the culture responds to.
Michael: One of the things I think that 
surprised us initially and going into 
Lent was how strong the devotion is 
of men through their beard. It’s part 
of who they are; so the fact that they 
can identify with other Catholic men 
through something they share I think 
has been really cool.
 I think sometimes it gets dismissed 
as being superficial. I think it’s really 
interesting that an attribute of their 
masculinity, an attribute of who they 
are is something that they can connect 
with other men through that.

Do you have other products besides the 
beard balm?
Tony: We had a lot of women who 
were really upset that we didn’t have 
any products for women, so we made 
Little Flower lip balm. We have three 
handmade lip balms that are rose, 
citrus or peppermint flavored, and we 
use really high quality essential oils in 
those. We try to avoid anything that’s 
not a natural ingredient wherever we 
can.
 We’re launching our third product 
line – I would say it’s more geared 
towards women, but it could work for 
men as well, just like beard balm could 
work on a woman’s beard as well.
 We’re selling a lotion bar called 
Lumina. My wife came up with the idea, 
in honor of St. Philomena – just like the 
Little Flower in honor of St. Therese – 
and four different aromas for that, and 
then also soap.
Anything else you’d like to add?
Michael: Our heart for ministry trumps 
our desire for beard balm to be 
successful. We love that beard balm 
has been so successful because it 
empowers and enables the ministry 
that we’re doing.
Tony: The dialogues we get to have 
online with people has been amazing – 
I got to explain the difference between 
adult and infant baptism through 
Catholic Balm Company on Facebook, 
so there’s a lot of really big things that 
come into it.
 A lot of people don’t know that we’re 
an authentically Catholic company 
run by guys who have a real passion 
for ministry, but we’re not just making 
money. We’re excited about all the 
ways it’s allowed us to do more. 
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Parishioners, family, clergy and friends 
celebrated Father Rick Stansberry’s 
25th Jubilee anniversary of his 
ordination to the priesthood.  
The love and admiration spilled over 
all day long for this holy man who grew 
up in the neighborhood of Nichols Hills. 
From the reception following the 10 
a.m. Mass at his home church, Christ 
the King, to the elegant standing-room-
only dinner at the Oklahoma City Golf 
and Country Club to the (added on) 
afternoon reception for the overflow 
crowd, Father Stansberry never 
stopped for a moment all day long -- 
even enduring a “roast.” Fathers Chris 
Brashears and Carson Krittenbrink 
were a spectacular twosome.
Since his ordination in 1992, Father 
Rick said he estimates he has 
presided over approximately 12,000 

Masses, 1,700 baptisms, 1,200 first 
communions, 500 confirmations, 600 
weddings, 4,000 anointings and nearly 
700 funerals.  That is not to mention 
countless confessions he has heard 
and the innumerable visits to homes 
and hospitals.  
His dedication to his vocation, pastoral 
care, spiritual leadership and friendship 
are as good as it gets, his parishioners 
said. No wonder so many admirers 
turned out to celebrate and thank him.  
The elegant dinner event, with 640 
overflow reservations, began with 
the inspiring invocation by the Most 
Reverend Paul Coakley,Archbishop of 
Oklahoma City.  
The dinner menu consisted of a grilled 
Caeser wedge, roasted chicken breast, 
glazed with local honey and rosemary 
mushroom and leek ragout, spinach, 

gouda potato popover and key lime 
parfait or chocolate mousse parfait for 
dessert.  
Mandy Jiran, soloist, wowed the 
audience with her rendition of Mozart’s 
“Allelluia from Exultate Jubilate.”  A 
video tribute preceded a special gift 
presentation from Carrie Leonard, 
chairperson of the CTK School Advisory 
Council and the evening wrapped up 
with Father Rick’s remarks.  It was an 
outstanding effort on all accounts by 
the party planners, from the reserved 
seating to the fine dining and drinking 
to the fast paced, meaningful program, 
capped off by ending at an appropriate 
hour. This was an unforgettable day in 
honor of an unforgettable man of God. 
 

Article originally printed in FRIDAY on 
June 23, 2017. Reprinted with permission.

Fr. Rick Celebrates 25 Years of Priesthood
By Linda Haneborg
OKC FRIDAY

About Fr. Rick
Fr. Rick Stansberry grew up in 
Oklahoma City and attended Casady 
School. At the age of 16 he converted 
to the Catholic faith and became a 
member of Christ the King Parish. After 
high school he attended Southern 
Methodist University and graduated in 
1983 with a degree in Accounting. In 
1984 he graduated from Oklahoma 
City University with a master’s degree 
in Accounting. Fr. Rick worked as 
an accountant for three years prior 
to entering St. Meinrad Seminary in 
Indiana. He graduated from Seminary 
in 1992 with a master’s degree in 
Divinity and a master’s degree in 
Religious Studies. He was ordained 
to the priesthood in 1992, and his 
first assignment was at St. Charles 
Borromeo in Oklahoma City. After 
five years Fr. Rick was sent to Rome 
to study canon law at the Pontifical 
University of St. Thomas. From 2000-
2002 he was pastor of Ss. Peter and 
Paul Parish in Kingfisher, and from 
2002-2007 he was pastor of St. Francis 
of Assisi parish in Oklahoma City. He 
came to Christ the King in June of 
2007 and at the same time was named 
Judicial Vicar for the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City. Prior to that he was 
assistant Vocations Director.

Deacon Rick Boothe, Patrick Williams, Luke Wienecke, Thatcher 
Anderson, Luke Chansolme, Natalie Chansolme, Mary Kate Downs and 
Fr. Rick Stansberry before 10am Mass on Sunday, June 4, 2017

A Prayer for Our Pastor
Heavenly Father, You called your servant, 

Fr. Rick to minister to the People of God, Your Church. 
Equip him with every grace and blessing, 

that he may be effective in the work You have ordained. 
We thank you, Lord, for calling Fr. Rick, 

and we ask that you reward him with a soul refreshed 
and a holy vocation filled with joy. Amen.
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This page clockwise from top left: Fr. Rick preaches at the Pentecost Mass celebrating his 25th Ordination Anniversary; 
Joanne Hoch and Susie Kennedy make a joyful noise unto the Lord in procession at Pentecost; Emily McDougall, representing 
the student body of Christ the King School, and Edwin Day, representing the parish, present Fr. Rick with a Papal Blessing; 
Deacon Rick Boothe proclaims the Gospel at Pentecost; Some people have two left feet, but Fr. Rick has two right hands: 
Jayne Clarke and Edwin Day, (pictured center left) who help him juggle office matters and the liturgy.

Facing page clockwise from top right: Fr. Rick and Judy Love; Fr. Rick being ordained on June 5, 1992; Fr. Rick with 
longtime CK Staffer his former babysitter, Cindy Rice and her husband Hugh. Fr. Rick with Fr. Carson, former CK School 
principal Karen Carter, and Shirley Miller, who coordinates the office volunteers (and a lot more); Fr. Rick with his proud 
mother, Jo Stansberry (right) and Thalia Eddleman. Pope St. John Paul II presenting Fr. Rick with a Rosary.
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A group of parishioners recently went 
on pilgrimage to Fatima, Lourdes, 
Burgos Spain and Barcelona. This 
year was the 100th anniversary of the 
Marian apparition to the three children, 
Jacinta, Francisco, and Lucia at 
Fatima, and it was awesome to be able 
to see where these children grew up 
and lived. We even saw the baptismal 
font they were baptized in.  We were 
also blessed to attend the torchlight 
Rosary Procession and celebrate Mass 
in the Chapel of the Apparitions, the 
exact location where Mary appeared to 
the children several times. It was very 
moving for all of us to see so many 
pilgrims and so many Catholics from all 
over the world.
 From Fatima we journeyed to 
Burgos, Spain, home to the third-
largest Cathedral in Spain. I have 
never seen such a beautiful church. 
The Cathedral is along the Camino de 
Santiago, so there were hundreds of 
pilgrims from all over the world there, 
as well.  We were blessed to celebrate 

Mass in the Cathedral. Unfortunately, I 
couldn’t figure out how to get the 200-
foot tall gold altar back here to Christ 
the King.  
 After Burgos we arrived in Lourdes, 
which is where Mary appeared to the 
young St. Bernadette. Lourdes was 
much more commercial than Fatima 
in that there were literally hundreds 
of shops selling all the same religious 
objects, but each catered to a different 
language group. What was most 
moving in Lourdes was the beautiful 
Rosary procession by candlelight 
each night that involved thousands of 
people all praying the Rosary in their 
own language with certain prayers in 
Latin that almost everyone knew. Many 
of us took advantage of what Mary 
told Bernadette, “Tell people to come 
and bathe in the pools and drink the 
waters.” Literally thousands of people 
a day come to the waters of Lourdes, 
and many very sick people get into 
the freezing cold water for just a few 
seconds. As I finally got into the water, 

the assistant stood beside me and I 
asked, “What am I supposed to do 
now?”  He responded, “Most people 
pray at this point!” It was cold, but it 
was worth the long wait.
 Finally we ended in Barcelona and 
were able to celebrate Mass in the 
Basilica of the Sagrada Familia, which 
was designed by the famous architect 
Antonio Gaudi, who died before it 
was completed. It is the most unusual 
Church I’ve ever seen, but every inch 
of it has meaning.
 After a trip to the mountaintop 
Monastery of Monserrat we had a 
free day in Barcelona. It is a beautiful 
city, but I was almost pick pocketed! 
However, I have to say we all agreed 
the whole pilgrimage was a blessing 
and made our faith so much stronger. 
I hope many of you will join me on the 
pilgrimage this spring to the Holy Land. 
There is simply nothing like walking 
in the footsteps of the saints and our 
Savior to make our Catholic faith come 
alive in a transformational way. 

Growing in faith through pilgrimage
by Fr. Rick Stansberry



20

Worcester, Mass. (CNA/EWTN News)
The first time Our Lady of Fatima 
appeared to the shepherd children, 
she asked a question. For Father Mitch 
Pacwa, S.J., host of “EWTN Live,” this 
question could be addressed to each 
one of us today.
 “We certainly are inheriting a lot of 
problems that have been percolating 
for a while,” he told a crowd of hundreds 
gathered Sept. 9 at the DCU Center in 
Worcester, Mass. for the EWTN Family 
Celebration. “We’re certainly seeing 
a lot of tension in our country that’s 
even different from the sixties: there’s 
more tension and anger at one another 
than we’ve seen since the sixties, and 
perhaps a bit more intense.”
 “We pray that we can avoid the 
mistakes that came by the failures to 
listen to the message of Fatima,” Fr. 
Pacwa said.
 Like she asked the shepherd 
children a century ago, “(Our Lady) 
asks the question each one of us has 
to answer: ‘Are you willing to offer 
yourselves to God and bear all the 
sufferings He wills to send you, as an 
act of reparation for all the sins by which 
He is offended and for supplication for 
the conversion of sinners?’” the priest 
said.
 In 1915, an angel appeared near 
Fatima, Portugal, to young Lucia dos 

Santos and three of her friends as 
they prayed the rosary in the fields. 
An angelic figure later appeared on 
several occasions to Lucia and her two 
cousins, Francisco and Jacinta Marto. 
The figure spoke to them about Jesus’ 
and Mary’s “plans of mercy” and on his 
last visit gave them Holy Communion.
 On May 5, 1917 Pope Benedict XV 
published a pastoral letter asking the 
faithful to ask Mary to bring an end to 
World War I.
 Eight days later, the Virgin Mary 
appeared to Lucia and her cousins. In 
a series of six apparitions, she asked 
them to recite the Rosary and to make 
sacrifices on behalf of sinners. She 
also brought them a three-part secret 
regarding the fate of the world, urging 
the consecration of Russia to her 
Immaculate Heart.
 This Oct. 13 marked the 100th 
anniversary of the “Miracle of the Sun,” 

when some 70,000 people gathered 
in response to the children’s reports 
and witnessed the sun spin and twirl in 
the sky, at one point seeming to veer 
towards earth before returning to its 
place.
 For Fr. Pacwa, the historical context 
was important to remember. “We can 
look back at many points in history and 
see God’s activity as appropriate for 
its own place and time,” he said. “God 
is not there to waste effort and time, 
but rather to have a purpose for the 
salvation of the world.”
 “And Fatima is an event that occurs 
at something of a key turning point in 
the history of western Christianity. And 
for all Christianity in the world,” he said.
 At the time, Portugal itself was under 
the influence of Masonic government 
officials, and revolution was stirring in 
Russia. The western world was formed 
by atheistic philosophies, nationalism 
and a Darwinian “survival of the fittest” 
mentality that ignored “the weeping 
mothers and fathers of the sons who 
died” in the war.
 “In 1915, Pope Benedict ordered 
all the churches to pray for the Sacred 
Heart for peace. Germany, France and 
Spain refused to pray for peace,” Fr. 
Pacwa said. “They absolutely refused 
and would not allow the prayers to go 
on.”
  “That’s why in 1916, the angel 
of peace was sent to Fatima: to teach 
the children to pray. He was sent there 
to teach them especially that real 
prayer: ‘My God, I believe, I adore, I 
hope, and I love you. I ask pardon of 
you for those who do not believe, do 
not adore, do not hope, and do not love 
you.’ And they felt that strong hope of 
God’s presence.”
 Fr. Pacwa emphasized the 
question of Fatima. “Are you willing to 
offer yourself?” he asked, saying this 
is something each Catholic can and 
ought to do every time he or she goes 
to Mass.
 “At the offertory, offer ourselves 
with the bread and the wine, so that 
when Christ transforms the bread 
and wine at the consecration, and 
transubstantiates it into his Body and 
Blood, so also he may take our offering 
of ourselves and transform it to him, 
unite our self-offering with his offering 
on the cross.” 

Fatima Prayer
O my Jesus, 

forgive us our sins. 
Save us from the fires of hell. 

Lead all souls to heaven, 
especially those most 
in need of thy mercy.

Amen.

Fr. Mitch Pacwa asks: Are you ready 
to answer Our Lady of Fatima?
by Kevin Jones
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Vatican City (CNA/EWTN News) - With 
more than 30 deaths caused by the 
various wildfires devouring swaths of 
California, Pope Francis on Friday sent 
a message voicing his solidarity with 
victims, and ensuring his prayer for all 
those affected by the blazes.
 “Informed of the tragic loss of life 
and the destruction of property caused 
by the wildfire in California, the Holy 
Father assures you of his heartfelt 
solidarity and his prayers for all those 
affected by this disaster,” read an Oct. 
13 letter signed by Vatican Secretary of 
State Cardinal Pietro Parolin.
 Addressed to Archbishop 
Salvatore Cordileone of San Francisco 
and Archbishop José Gómez of Los 
Angeles, the letter assured of the 
Pope’s closeness to “those who mourn 
the loss of their loved ones and who 
fear for the lives of those still missing.”
 The letter also offered 
encouragement to civil authorities and 
emergency personnel working to put 
out the fires and help victims of the 
“tragedy,” and extended his blessing.
 The 17 different wildfires raging in 
northern California, made worse by dry 
conditions and unrelenting winds, have 
so far scorched at least 100,000 acres 
and have killed at least 31 people since 
the beginning of the week. Thousands 
more have been displaced, their homes 
and businesses destroyed.
 According to the Los Angeles 
Times, an estimated 2,834 homes 

were destroyed in the city of Santa 
Rosa alone, one of the hardest hit by 
the fires, while roughly 400,000 square 
feet of commercial spaces have also 
been reduced to ash.
 Much of the area of the Diocese of 
Santa Rosa has been under mandatory 
evacuation, including the chancery and 
the local Catholic Charities office.
 In an Oct. 10 message, Bishop 
Robert Vasa of the Diocese of Santa 
Rosa said, “The sense of great 
helplessness is palpable” among 
residents. “When people ask how they 
can help I answer that I really do not 
know. I do know that prayers are the 
greatest source of solace and help.”
 The bishop offered his own prayers 
for those who had lost loves ones in the 
fires, praying “for your consolation and 
for eternal rest for your lost loved ones. 
Our hearts go out to all of you.”
 “At the same time, we acknowledge 
the sense of loss and suffering 
experienced by those who have lost 
their homes, or businesses, or places 
of employment,” he said. “We pray that 
you do not lose hope, nor the sense of 
God’s presence and ultimate goodness. 
You must know that the hearts of the 
entire community, though it can neither 
feel what you feel, nor undo the loss, 
do go out to you.”
 Vasa also thanked the firefighters 
and police, both those from California 
and throughout the country who have 
offered their help. 

Pope Francis offers prayer for victims of 
California wildfires
by Elise Harris

Do You Have 
Time for Eternity?
A recent parish Facebook post featured 
an image of Mary with the words from 
one of her appearances at Fatima: If 
men knew what eternity is, they would 
do everything to change their lives. It 
is hard to imagine eternity. We are so 
locked into our day-to-day lives with 
our hour-upon-hour scheduling and 
our minute-by-minute social media and 
news updates. With all of this crowding 
of the clock it is nearly impossible to not 
lose sight of the fact that every second 
and every breath that we have was 
given to us by God, and that how we 
spend every second and every breath 
will have an effect on us, on our body, 
soul, mind, and spirit.
 Many people say that they pray 
every day, but what do we mean by 
prayer? Do we mean, “God help me 
find a parking spot,” or “thank God my 
family is safe,” or “Lord, please help me 
to find a job?” All of these are legitimate 
prayers, but do they help us to know 
God? Do they deepen our relationship 
with Jesus?
 At his recent event in Oklahoma 
City, Matthew Kelly closed with two 
challenges and said to pick one, just 
one, and do it for 100 days. That’s 
about how long it takes to get into a new 
habit. Once it’s a habit, try for a year. 
First option: read from the Gospels, 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, for 15 
minutes a day. Second option: ask God 
before each Mass to show you during 
Mass one way, just one way, to be a 
better version of yourself in the week to 
come, and keep a Mass journal where 
you write down the date and that one 
thing. Let’s spend a little more time with 
God each day, so that we will be closer 
to him throughout eternity. 
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Christ the King Catholic School Annual Fund Donors 
Your donations have enabled us to increase our school endowment fund, which helps to ensure 
the stability of our school, offset costs and provide scholarships for students who cannot otherwise 
afford a Catholic education. Your donations also allowed us to assist with new landscaping around 
the school and playground and to help fund the One-to-One junior high technology program. 
Questions? Contact Mary Schrantz, Advancement Director at mschrantz@ckschool.com.

The Pastor’s Roundtable 
Legacy Level : $20,000 and up 
Christ the King School P.T.O.
Jubilee Level : $10,000 - $19,999 
Dr. Calvin Johnson 
Excalibur Level : $5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
Heaven House
Butch & Marge Meibergen
Richard Tuohy ‘65
Vogt Family
Sword and Shield : $1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous (3)
Barbara Brou
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
William & Kristie Buergler
Jerry & Carleen Burger
Cathey Cooper
Chuck & Anne Covington
Jeremy & Cody Dunnington
Mary Fong
 in Memory of George W. Fong 
Hal Fudge ‘73
 in Memory of Harold E. Fudge 
David & Shannon Hill 
Dean & Mari Maidt ‘65 Imel 
 in Honor of Their Grandchildren 
Denny & Chris Levra
John Markland
Chad & Amy McDougall
Leo & Kay Morrison 
Rick & Lisa Mullins 
Pat O’Connor 
 in Memory of John O’Connor 
Anthony & Lindsay Palazzolo
William & Paige Ross
Bill & Jean Smith
 in Memory of Charles “Bob” Sears 
Rev. Richard Stansberry
William Tunell
 in Memory of Barbara Tunell 
Kenneth & Deborah Walker
The Knight’s Circle
Maroon and Gold Society : $500 - $999
Anonymous
Nick & Nicole Dell’Osso 
Nick & Sheila Dell’Osso, Sr. 
Zachary & Jennifer Gray
Peter Hart
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
John & Jacqueline Hobbs
Carrie & Ryan Leonard 
Floyd & Linda Lipps
K. T. & Marilyn Meade
John & Jenny Meyer
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Dorman & Sheryl Morsman 
Joe & Heather Mossauer 
Joseph & Kathleen Murphy
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Kevin & Carrie Nichols 
Richie & Jill Splitt
Sean & Katrina Stewart
Carl & Paula Stover
 in Honor of Caden and Ethan Wells 
Associates Level : $250 - $499
Timothy & Nicole Andrews 
Paul Benien
 in Memory of John Benien 
Ron & Elise Buckelew
Carol Cashman
 in Memory of Paul Brou 

William & Anne Collins
 in Honor of Cameron Collins ‘07 
 and Carly Collins ‘10 and 
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Larry & Sonja Cornelius
Edwin Day
Susan Dell’Osso
Robert & Susan Dolan
Craig & Julie Dreiling
Jessie Emerson
John Esch
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
David & Glenda Fudge ‘67
David & Jeannie Hedges
Paul & Michelin DeLier ‘57 Hobbs 
Blair & Joanie Holmboe
Sonja Jackson
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Fred & Kathleen Kempf
Bryan King
 in Memory of David Rice 
Matthew & Lindsey Love 
Bob & Jodie Lukeman
Mary McManus
Jim & Susan Nicholson
 in Memory of Paul Brou, Helen Hoch
 and Mary Jane Maidt 
Michael & Anne Nicholson ‘88 O’Shea
Colin & Brianna Osborne 
Mrs. Thielke’s Pre-K Class
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Marcelo & Whitney Puiggari
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Stephen & Sue Reel
Anthony & Veronique Sebastian
Meg ‘08, Kate ‘11 and Beth ‘13 Sine
Greg & Molly Slavonic
Christopher & Marci Stellman 
Brad & Sarah Thomas
David & Tracy Underwood
Chuck & Kelly Walworth
Johnny & Betty Woody
School Spirit Level $100 - $249
Anonymous (3)
Anonymous
 in Memory of Fr. James Kastner 
Jimmy & Elaine Abadie
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Erin Allino-Berndsen
 in Memory of Helen Hoch 
Michael & Lori Alspaugh
Jon & Janie Axton
 in Memory of Mary Jane Maidt 
Owen & Marcia Barnhill
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Marilyn Barton
 in Memory of Helen Hoch 
Justin & Kerri Beasley
Lee & Sherry Beasley
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Jim & Diane Lukeman ‘69 Behring ‘66
Martin & Florene Berend
 in Memory of James Berend ‘74
Ronald Bradley
Bruce & Dorothy Brown
Dolores Brown 
 in Memory of Dr. Irwin Brown 
Robert & Judith Butler
 in Memory of Paul Brou
Blake & Alexandria Williams ‘01 Caldwell
Dale & Flo Campbell
Luther & Dorothy Campbell
 in Memory of Paul Brou
David & Beverly Carter 

Catholic Charities
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Cathy Christensen
Sid Clarke
Morgan & Hannah Connelly ‘02
Dan & Nancy Cooper
Joe & Sandy Cory
Randall Currie
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Chuck Davis ‘83
Eric & Bronwyn Dedeke 
Evan & Julie Ruffin ‘99 DeWalt
Ivan & Sharon Dowell
 in Honor of Carson McMurtrey
Thalia Eddleman
 in Memory of Morgan W. Eddleman 
Ellis Edwards
Larry & Elizabeth Semtner ‘64 Edwards
Jim & Alyssa Farrell
Judy Ferguson 
John & Irene Gaffney
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Daniel & Eloise Gamino
 in Memory of Mary Jane Maidt
Fred & Sharon Gauthier
David & Samantha Hardy
Chris & Kim Best ‘77 Harrell
Joseph & Mary Ann Harroz
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Richard & Page Hauser
 in Honor of Ricky and Jesse Hauser 
Mike & Sue Krenger
Leon Leonhardt
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Lisa Townsend Level ‘79
 in Honor of Mary E. Townsend
George & Penny Lewis
 in Honor of Patrick, Ryan and 
 Hannah Scout Flinn 
J. Thomas Macy
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Joan Sampson Maguire ‘53
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Mark & Mary Jane Mangino
 in Honor of the David & Samantha 
 Hardy Family 
Louise McCoy
 in Memory of Helen Hoch
Mark & Renee Miller 
Shirley Miller
 in Memory of Bill Miller
Juanita Yap Millsap
 in Honor of B.J. and Vincent Millsap 
Thomas & Carly Moratto
Frank & Carmela Peragine 
 in Memory of Our Parents 
Christy Pham
Jennifer Pham
Bryan & Keri Pierce
Carl Putnam
 in Memory of Robert Koktavy 
Jerry & Carol Rakosky
Christina Ramsey
Nelda Ramsy
Timothy & Sheryl Rhodes
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Derek & Jenny Airington ‘89 Richard
Pavel & Ingrid Riha
 in Memory of Nel Williams 
Ralph Rouse
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Kurt & Mary Schrantz
 in Memory of Paul Brou 

Charles & Diane Sexauer
 in Memory of the Greco Family
Bashar & Courtney Shihabuddin
Maxine Stancampiano 
Jess & Carrie Webber
Jean Whitmarsh
Nicholas & Jillian Woods
Leon Zeringue
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Friends Level : $1 - $99
Anonymous
David & Susan Abeln 
Purchasers through Amazon Smile
Zonia Armstrong
Eddie & Brittany Bowman
Danny Bruner
 in Memory of Helen Hoch 
Jayne Clarke
Ted & Lyn Elam
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Stanley & Lindsey Evans
 in Honor of Elizabeth and Stan Evans 
Jim & Amy Feighny
 in Memory of Paul Brou
Mary Fong
 in Memory of Mary Jane Maidt
Rick & Marlene Gremillion
 in Honor of Lydia Gremillion
Jerome & Louise Haag
Bob & Anita Harward
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Paul & Beverly Kanaly
 in Memory of Mary Jane Maidt
Mrs. Folks Kindergarten Class
 in Honor of Fr. Rick Stansberry
Jane Lepak 
 in Memory of Louis V. Lepak 
Paul & LeAnn Lienhard
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Brett & Jennifer Marchbanks
John & Connie Mitchener
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Emily Monti
Jay & Susie Nelson
 in Memory of Mary Jane Maidt 
Thomas Nix
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Kay & Gates Oliver
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Phillip Truss Insurance Agency
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Marcia Powell
 in Honor of Carson and Caroline Powell
Bill & Mary Price
 in Memory of Paul Brou 
Tim & Jennifer Sanders
Adam & Lauren Schappaugh
Carol Soule
 in Memory of Mary Jane Maidt 
Special Olympics Polar Plunge
 in Honor of Johnny Singley 
Rodney Turner
 in Memory of Fr. James Kastner
Martha Wheeler
 in Honor of Elizabeth and 
 Alexandra Wheeler
Robert & Eileen Williams
 in Memory of Paul Brou
Frank & Lesley Wilson
 in Memory of Helen Hoch
Michael Wright
 in Memory of Helen Hoch
Marietta Zinn
 in Memory of Helen Hoch
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Name _________________________________________________________________________________________
           Title  First   (Maiden)   Last           Suffix

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________________ State ________________ Zip ______________

Email __________________________________________________ Phone _________________________________

I would like to make my donation in honor   memory      of ___________________________________________

List as “Anonymous”         Include me on the list of donors        _________________________________________
              Name as it should appear in the list of donors

I would like my donation to go toward Technology  Endowment   Tuition Assistance   No Preference

Please check all that apply: Parishioner Current Parent  Former Parent  Faculty/Staff

             Grandparent Former Student       (If a graduate, list class year __________)

             Friend  Other    (Please specify ______________________________)

Pledge Amount _________________  I will pay by check      (Make payable to Christ the King School)

                I will pay by credit card       (Complete all information below)

Type of Card ______________________ Account Number ______________________________________________

Name of Cardholder _____________________________________________________ Security Code ___________

Full Payment Enclosed     2 Installments (Dec., May)  3 Installments (Dec., Mar. May)

FAITH IN EDUCATION – YOUR GIFT TODAY IS AN INVESTMENT FOR TOMORROW
2017-2018 Christ the King School Annual Fund Commitment Form

Mission
Christ the King Catholic School, 
in partnership with our families, is 
committed to upholding Catholic faith 
and traditions, and to developing 
students academically for a life of faith, 
integrity, and service.

Method
Christ the King students consistently 
move into leadership positions in high 
school, college, and beyond, having 
been equipped at CK School through 
an outstanding curriculum, featuring a 
rigorous core in math, science, history, 
religion, grammar and literature, as 

well as fine and performing arts, foreign 
languages, STEM, robotics, and more; 
high expectations of service; programs 
to address specific learning challenges; 
school leadership opportunities; and 
well-developed scouting and team 
sports programs that foster and 
facilitate personal growth in the context 
of community and collaboration.

Invitation
Come and see what we have to offer 
your child and your family at CK School. 
Join us on Sunday, Nov. 12 from 1:30-
3:30pm. Contact the school at (405) 
843-3909 and learn more online at 

www.ckschool.com. Our top priority 
is helping our students to become 
well-rounded and well-educated while 
discovering and developing their 
unique gifts and talents. 

School Open House Nov. 12, 1:30-3:30pm
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Celebrating 50 years, Special Olympics 
athletes meet with Pope Francis
by Hannah Brockhaus

Vatican City (CNA/EWTN News) - On 
Friday Pope Francis met with Special 
Olympics soccer players, commending 
their commitment to the promotion of 
inclusion and the dignity of all.
 “You are the symbol of a sport that 
opens eyes and heart to the value and 
dignity of individuals and people who 
would otherwise be subject to prejudice 
and exclusion,” the Pope said Oct. 13.
 The papal audience was part 
of 50th anniversary celebrations put 
on by Special Olympics Italy. Francis 
met with around 350 participants of a 
unified soccer tournament taking place 
in Rome Oct. 12-15.
 The event, called “We #Change 
the Game with PlayUnified,” involves 
120 young athletes, both with and 
without intellectual disabilities, from the 
countries of Italy, France, Lithuania, 
Poland, Hungary, Spain, Portugal, 
Belgium and Romania.
 The Special Olympics was started 
in 1967 by Eunice Kennedy Shriver and 
the first international Special Olympics 
Games took place at Soldier Field in 

Chicago in July 1968.
 Today Special Olympics is active 
in 170 nations; more than 4 million 
athletes participate around the world.
 Pope Francis told athletes 
that “sport is one of those universal 
languages that overcomes cultural, 
social, religious and physical 
differences, and succeeds at uniting 
people, making them part of the same 
game and protagonists together of 
victories and defeats.”
 During the days of the tournament, 
participants will reaffirm the importance 
of “unified” sports, where athletes with 
and without disabilities play together on 
the same teams, he said.
 “Do not be tired of showing the 
world of sport your shared commitment 
to building more fraternal societies in 
which people can grow and develop 
and fully realize their abilities,” he 
encouraged.
 For its part, the Catholic Church 
supports and encourages these 
initiatives, he continued, because 
they foster the good of people and 

communities.
 He recalled that in sports one can 
find many great stories of people who 
have overcome difficulties or come to 
terms with misfortunes such as poverty 
and physical and emotional wounds.
 “These stories show us how the 
determination and character of some 
can be a motive for inspiration and 
encouragement for so many people in 
all aspects of their lives,” he said.
 He praised their commitment to 
the promotion of human dignity and 
unity through sport, which he said 
“nourishes the hope of a positive and 
fruitful future of sport, because it makes 
it a real opportunity for inclusion and 
involvement.”
  “I hope you spend these days with 
joy and serenity,” he concluded. Along 
with fun, also cultivating “friendship and 
solidarity.”
 “As I ask you to pray for me, I 
invoke the Lord’s blessing on you, on 
your families, and on those who support 
you in your sporting activity,” he said. 
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St. Lawrence Ministry

Thanksgiving Basket 
Sponsor Sign-Up

The gifts we’ve been given in life, 
whether material or spiritual, are not for 
our own benefit, and when we share 
them with others, our bounty grows. 
There is a wonderful comparison be-
tween the Red Sea and the Dead Sea 
that illustrates this truth. The Dead Sea 
has no outlet – water flows in but does 
not flow out. Nothing grows in the Dead 
Sea. On the other hand the Red Sea 
does have an outlet – water flows in 
and out again. The Red Sea is teem-
ing with life, because the flow allows for 
continuous refreshment of the water. 
Likewise, our giving allows for refresh-

ment of our gifts and produces a spirit 
of life within us.
 Make your family’s Thanksgiving 
more meaningful by helping another 
family to celebrate with a special meal. 
Parents, by enabling a neighbor who 
otherwise would not be able to afford 
it to provide a traditional Thanksgiving 
meal for their family, you will be model-
ing for your children the Christian truth 
that love calls forth action and that from 
gratitude springs generosity.
 Sign up to sponsor a needy family’s 
Thanksgiving Basket online at www.
ckokc.org/slm, on the clipboard at the 

Welcome Desk after Mass, or by call-
ing Merren at 751-8942. Scan the QR 
code with your smart phone for mobile 
sign-up.

“The Virtues for Couples 
of Any Age: Temperance”
All married couples are invited to the final 
MIHI Date Night of the 4-part series on vir-
tues in marriage at 6:30pm on Saturday, 
Nov. 18, 2017. The video topic is “Temper-
ance,” and we will enjoy drinks and hors 
d’oeuvres followed by a brief discussion 
of the video. As always, the nursery will be 
open after the discussion until 10pm. RSVP 
by Nov. 12 at www.ckokc.org/mihi.

Marriage In His Image MIHI

After 5pm Mass

Nov. 18 Annual Fall Festival &

Sunday, Oct. 29, 2017 from 4-6pm
If you wish to donate candy, decorate your trunk, help with set-up or clean-up, or 
volunteer during the Fall Festival & Trunk-or-Treat, contact the Parish Life Office 
at (405) 842-1483.

Advent begins on Sunday, Dec. 3, 2017
We will kick-off Advent on Dec. 3, 2017 with our annual Breakfast with Santa after the 8am and 10am 
Masses. Our Advent Penance Service will begin at 6pm on Monday, Dec. 4, 2017. Remember that we 
have Mass on Tuesday and Thursday evenings during Advent at 5:30pm. Advent dinners will take place 
at 5:30pm on the first three Sundays of Advent (Dec. 3, 10, and 17), and we will have a craft, Living 
Nativity, and caroling to the homebound, as well. Please watch your Sunday bulletin for more details. 
Events will also be posted on the parish website, social media, and the parish app. 
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In reading “Lusting for Infinity,” by Tom 
Boyd (2015), I came across a statement 
that stopped me in a long pause, “…
signs ‘point out’ things, and symbols 
‘point through’ things....” I thought about 
the many Christian Fundamentalists 
who complain about Catholicism and 
the symbology in its liturgical services 
that some find so hard to understand. 
It has taken me decades to appreciate 
the depth behind the symbols we use 
to express our faith in spiritual terms. 
These depths are beyond the physical 
vocabulary and senses to which our 
symbols speak.
 Reading the Bible and catechism 
is like reading books written by a great 
novelist like Tolkien, who writes stories 
with multiple meanings and whose 
many characters have multiple names 
in different kingdoms and languages.  
Our level of understanding has to 
go beyond our limited language and 
senses to grasp even a small part of 
the spiritual world John tried to describe 
in the book of Revelation, for example.  
But bit by bit we come to understand 
a small portion and are awed and 
inspired by each little tidbit we grasp.
 Our liturgical celebrations 
are actually rituals celebrating or 
commemorating the great wonders of 
our faith and tradition. The Mass is at 
the top of the list, but there are many 
other liturgies, such as evening prayer, 
benediction after Adoration, communal 
penance, the Liturgy of the Hours, etc.  
Liturgists intentionally and carefully 
select each scripture, song, reading, 
or action to draw us into a deeper 
level of agape love and intimacy with 

our Creator. The hymns at Mass don’t 
necessarily follow a theme. Rather 
they attempt to ‘connect’ to the content 
of the readings and homily and then 
draw us into deeper contemplation 
cradled in the beautiful musical setting. 
Music is the language of the soul and 
has the capacity to send our thoughts 
and hearts soaring to another level of 
awareness of God’s love for us and 
show us how we can return that love. 
This is, in fact, the takeaway from Mass. 
The question we are called to arrive at 
is this, “How do we return God’s love by 
furthering His Kingdom and reaching 
out to others with the fruit manifested in 
us by the Holy Spirit?”
 Mary Diane Steltenkamp’s book 
about rituals (The Blue Boat, 2013) 
helps us create celebration moments 
in our lives so that we can transition 
in a memorable way – to properly say 
goodbye to the past and embrace the 
journey we are entering at a particular 
time in our life. Symbols not only help 
to represent the moment of this life 
transition but also to reach back through 
life’s time span in order to recall those 
moments that help memorialize this 
period of life. 
 Symbols in our liturgy reach back 
2000 years and incorporate important 
events that help us to make present 
again (through spiritual time) those 
significant moments. Rather than 
getting frustrated trying to understand 
these symbols, we can ask the Holy 
Spirit to enhance the understanding in 
our heart – an understanding that can 
then inform our mind of the symbol’s 
significance.  

 Many symbols have to be 
understood through our spiritual 
senses, e.g., the eyes of our heart. 
And we need the Holy Spirit to help 
us ‘feel’ the depth of the meaning 
behind the symbol. This takes time and 
patience on our part, as it happens on 
God’s time line. Some day when you 
receive communion you, like others, 
may experience an awareness of 
the thread that has tied the Roman 
Church together for 2000 years. All 
of a sudden the transubstantiation 
becomes ‘present’ to your senses. Or 
you may hear a prophecy proclaimed 
at a charismatic Mass with Christ 
proclaiming, “This IS my body and this 
IS my blood.” Ask the Holy Spirit to give 
you the patience and understanding to 
absorb the depth and richness being 
represented by our wonderful liturgies. 
Ask for the gift of being able to see 
‘through’ the symbols. 

Robert Streets is a spiritual director 
in Oklahoma City. For many years 

he served in liturgical music ministry 
before founding the Waters of Peace 

intercessory prayer ministry.

Signs vs. Symbols
by Robert A. Streets 9/26/16
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Vatican City (CNA/EWTN News) - 
On Sunday Pope Francis repeated a 
message he often has, warning against 
putting one’s trust in horoscopes and 
fortune telling rather than Christ, who 
is the only true security that gets us 
through times of trial and darkness.
 Pointing to how Peter begins to 
sink when walking toward Jesus on 
the water in the day’s Gospel reading, 
Francis noted that the same thing can 
happen to us when we put our trust in 
false securities.
 “When we do not cling to the Word 
of the Lord, but consult horoscopes 
and fortune tellers, we begin to sink,” 
the Pope said Aug. 13.
 The episode, he said, serves as 
a reminder “that faith in the Lord and in 
his word does not open a path where 
everything is calm and easy; it does not 
take us away from the storms of life.”
 Rather, “faith gives us the 
security of a presence that pushes us 
to overcome the existential storms, 
the certainty of a hand that grabs us in 
order to help us in difficulties, showing 
the way even when it’s dark.”
 “Faith, then, is not an escape 
from life’s problems, but it supports on 
the journey and gives it meaning.”
 Pope Francis spoke to pilgrims 
gathered in St. Peter’s Square for his 
weekly Angelus address, focusing on 
the day’s Gospel reading from Matthew, 
in which Jesus walks on water in the 
midst of a storm, and beckons Peter 
to come to him. Peter initially begins 
to walk toward Jesus, but starts to sink 
out of fear when he sees the waves, 

and cries out for Jesus to rescue him. 
This episode, Francis said, has a lot of 
symbolism for both individuals, and for 
the Church as a whole.
 The boat can represent the life 
of each person, but also the life of the 
Church, he said, explaining that the 
wind signifies the “difficulties and trials” 
each will face.
 “Peter’s cry of ‘Lord, command 
me to come to you,’ and then his plea 
‘Lord, save me!’ represent both our 
desire to feel close to the Lord, and 
the fear and anguish which accompany 
us in the most difficult moments of our 
lives and our communities, marked by 
internal fragility and external difficulty,” 
Francis said.
 In the moment when he looked at 
the wind and the waves and began to 
fear, Peter wasn’t founded on the Word 
of God, “which was like an outstretched 
rope to cling to in front of the hostile 
and turbulent waters.”
 The same thing happens to us 
when we put our faith in trivial, worldly 
securities, rather than in the Lord, he 
said.
 Pope Francis said the passage 
is “a stupendous image” of the reality 
of the Church throughout the ages: 
“a ship which, along the crossing, 
must counter winds and storms which 
threaten to overwhelm it.”

 What saves the ship is not the 
courage and quality of it’s men, he 
said, but rather, “the guarantee against 
a shipwreck is faith in Christ and in his 
word.”
 “On this ship we are safe, despite 
our miseries and weaknesses, above 
all when we get on our knees and adore 
the Lord as the disciples did, who, after 
Jesus calmed the storm, prostrated 
themselves and said ‘truly you are the 
Son of God!’”
 To drive the point home, Francis 
had the crowd repeat the phrase, 
listening as they shouted “truly you are 
the Son of God” three times.
 Francis closed his address 
asking that the Virgin Mary intercede in 
helping all to “stay firm in the faith in 
order to resist the storms of life, to stay 
on the boat of the Church, eschewing 
the temptation to go on amusing, yet 
insecure boats of ideologies, fashions 
and slogans.”
 He then led pilgrims in praying the 
traditional Marian prayer and greeted 
various groups of youth from around 
Italy before asking for prayer and giving 
his blessing.

Trust in Christ – not in horoscopes, Pope Francis says
By Elise Harris

If you have a habit of reading your 
daily horoscope, try switching to the 
daily readings from Mass this week.
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San Angelo, Texas (CNA/EWTN News) 
In the 1620s, while the pilgrims were 
landing on Plymouth Rock and having 
the first Thanksgiving, the Jumano 
tribe in Texas (before it was Texas) 
were allegedly having mysterious 
encounters with what they called the 
“Lady in Blue.”
 A young, ethereal lady, dressed 
in a habit with a blue cape, is said to 
have appeared to the Jumano Native 
Americans numerous times during 
these years, speaking to them in their 
native language and instructing them in 
the Christian faith.
 Thousands of miles away, in a 
cloistered convent in Spain, Sr. Maria 
de Agreda was reporting mystical 
visits that would occur during prayer, 
often during Mass after receiving 
communion, to a tribe of native people 
in what was called New Spain at the 
time.
 “She would have these prayerful, 
mystical experiences of coming here 

to the New World and visiting these 
people and evangelizing them, sharing 
the faith with them,” Bishop Michael Sis 
of the Diocese of San Angelo, Texas, 
told CNA.
 “And when she came, she 
encouraged them to go to the missions 
where the Franciscan priests were and 
request baptism,” he added.
 Just recently, the Vatican has re-
opened the cause for canonization of 
Sr. Maria de Agreda, who besides her 
mystical experiences and apparitions 
was a prolific writer, particularly on the 
topic of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
 She has been declared Venerable, 
and her body was also found to be 
incorrupt when it was exhumed in 
1909 and is now resting in view in her 
convent in Spain.
 In August, Fr. Stefano M. Cecchin, 
the vice postulator of Sr. Maria de 
Agreda’s cause for canonization, spent 
a week in San Angelo, Texas, where 
Sr. Maria reportedly appeared to the 

Jumano natives, investigating the 
devotion to her that still exists today.  
 “This is an important story that 
needs be told,” Fr. Cecchin told the San 
Angelo Standard Times.  
  According to records kept by 
the missionaries in the area, Sr. Maria’s 
promptings led as many as 2,000 
Jumano natives to be baptized.
 Most of their ancestors in the San 
Angelo area are still Catholic, and still 
have a strong devotion to the “Lady in 
Blue” who brought them the Catholic 
faith, Bishop Sis said.
 Regarding her possible bi-location, 
Fr. Cecchin added: “There is a lot of 
proof that the Lady in Blue appeared to 
the Jumano Tribe.”
 The Vatican has never ruled 
definitively on whether her apparitions 
to what is now present-day western 
Texas and eastern New Mexico 
constitute a true instance of bi-location. 
However, there are some remarkable 
connections between Sr. Maria’s 

Did this Spanish nun bi-locate to Texas? 
Vatican aims to find out By Mary Rezac
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mystical experiences, and the Lady 
in Blue that the Jumano people saw, 
Bishop Sis said.
 She earned the name “Lady in 
Blue” because the Jumano natives 
reportedly saw a woman wearing a 
blue cape. Sr. Maria belonged to a 
Franciscan order of nuns called the 
Conceptionistas, who wear a white 
habit with a blue cloak. The order 
still has convents in Spain and Latin 
America today, including Sr. Maria’s 
convent in Agreda.  
 From her cloister, having never 
traveled to the New World, Sr. Maria 
was able to describe the new plants 
and animals there, as well as the 
way the people dressed and painted 
themselves. She described the 
landscape as a place where two rivers 
meet – and in San Angelo, the Middle 
Concho River is joined by the South 
Concho River.
 Especially remarkable, Bishop Sis 
said, is that she described meeting 
a leader with one eye, while the 
Franciscan missionaries in the area 
at the time also reported meeting a 
Jumano leader with one good eye and 
one bad eye.
 “So that’s a fascinating detail, that 
shows a concrete connection between 
this place and her descriptions of the 
people,” he said.
 According to the Texas Almanac, 
Friar Alonso de Benavides of the 
Franciscans in New Mexico was the 
first to confirm the story of the “Lady in 
Blue.” He reported the incidents of her 
appearances to the Spanish court in 
1630, and shortly thereafter was able 
to interview Sr. Maria de Agreda at her 
convent, where he was able to cross-
reference the details of the apparitions 
from both Sr. Maria and the Jumano 
natives’ perspective.
 “The first time she went was in the 
year 1620. She had continued ever 
since ... She gave me all their signs 
and (declared) she had been with 
them,” the friar wrote at the times.
 “She knows Captain Tuerto (the 
one-eyed captain) very well, having 
given me his personal characteristics 
and that of all the others. She herself 
sent the messengers from Quivira (the 
Jumano village on the Plains) to call 
the missionaries.”
 Reportedly, the bi-locations of Sr. 
Maria de Agreda ceased after her goal 

was accomplished – that the Jumano 
native people were able to receive the 
sacraments.
 If Sr. Maria de Agreda truly bi-
located, it wouldn’t be the only time this 
phenomenon was reported.
 While it’s more common to have 
Jesus or Mary or saints in heaven 
appear to people in apparitions, several 
saints have reportedly bi-located while 
they were still alive on earth.
 Perhaps one of the best-known 
bi-locating saints in recent times is St. 
Padre Pio, a mystical Capuchin priest 
who reportedly appeared to numerous 
people throughout the world while he 
was living in Italy.
 During World War II, numerous 
American pilots said that a mysterious 
friar would appear to them in the air 
over San Giovanni Rotondo, which was 
occupied by Nazis at the time. When 
the American pilots would try to bomb 
the Rotondo, the friar would appear and 
stretch out his hands, and their bombs 
would drop on open plains nearby.
 After the war, a pilot visited the friary 
and immediately recognized Padre Pio 
as the one who had appeared to them 
over the city.
 Questioned about the strange 
incidents of his bi-location, Padre Pio 
once said that they simply occurred “by 
an extension of his personality.”
 Unlike apparitions of Mary or 
Jesus, which the Vatican heavily 
investigates, instances of bi-locations 
or apparitions of saints are typically not 
formally investigated by the Vatican, 
said Michael O’Neill, a Catholic miracle 
researcher who recently published a 
book on miraculous apparitions in the 
Church.
 O’Neill said that apparitions or bi-
locations of saints simply “add to the 
story of the saint, their reputation of 
holiness, and the devotion that arises 
around a saint.”
 Those stories can be a part of 
establishing a saint’s reputation for 
holiness, and in Sr. Maria’s case “to 
show that there’s a great devotion to 
her even outside of Spain,” he said.
 “She has been declared 
Venerable,” said Bishop Sis, noting 
that the next step in her cause would 
be beatification.
 “The question of her being beatified 
or canonized doesn’t really rest on 
the experience of these apparitions...

what’s most important is the virtue of 
her life and her writings,” he added.
 Her best-known work is “The 
Mystical City of God: Life of the Virgin 
Mother of God,” in which she writes 
about details of Mary’s life that she said 
came to her in prayer. It’s no mistake, 
Bishop Sis added, that the vice 
postulator of her cause is a theologian 
and Marian expert who also serves as 
the president of the Pontifical Marian 
Academy in Rome.
 “So that’s his main goal at this time, 
to study her mystical Marian theology,” 
and to do a thorough investigation of 
her other writings and her life, he said.
 The “Lady in Blue” continues to 
be a central figure of the history and 
devotion for Catholics in Texas.
 A historical marker shows where 
the Franciscan mission once stood. 
The “Lady in Blue Committee” is 
especially active in promoting her story 
and legacy, and is in the process of 
building bronze statue of Sr. Maria de 
Agreda with a Jumano native.
 Sr. Maria de Agreda would have 
appeared “before Junipero Serra, 
before the Alamo, that was the time of 
the first Thanksgiving,” Bishop Sis said.
 “So it’s a beautiful, historic 
experience of evangelization, and 
it shows our rich Catholic history in 
this part of the world, and is a great 
testament of faith,” he said, both of the 
Conceptionista sisters, and the Jumano 
ancestors who have kept their faith. 

Pet Blessing
Fr. Foshee blessed our pets on 
September 30th in anticipation of 
the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi on 
October 4th. 
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Brussels, Belgium (CNA/EWTN News) 
The board of the Belgian Brothers 
of Charity announced Sept. 12 that it 
will continue offering euthanasia to 
patients in their psychiatric centres, 
despite being ordered by the Vatican to 
stop doing so.
 The “Broeders van Liefde” board 
had been given until the end of August 
to comply with the Vatican order, 
which was seen and approved by 
Pope Francis. Brothers of the order 
were also asked to sign a joint letter 
to their general superior, Brother René 
Stockman, confirming their adherence 
to Church teaching.
 In a Sept. 12 statement the 
organization defied the Vatican request 
and said it “continues to stand by its 
vision statement on euthanasia for 
mental suffering in a non-terminal 
situation.”
 Furthermore, it claims that in 
adhering to this vision, the organization 

“is still consistent with the doctrine of 
the Catholic Church. We emphatically 
believe so.”
 The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, in paragraph 2277, states 
that: “Whatever its motives and means, 
direct euthanasia consists in putting 
an end to the lives of handicapped, 
sick, or dying persons. It is morally 
unacceptable.”
 The Brothers of Charity in Belgium 
run 15 psychiatric hospitals with 5,000 
patients. The board controlling these 
institutions, which consists of a few 
Brothers but primarily of lay members, 
announced in the spring that they would 
permit euthanasia in their facilities.
 The board argued in their recent 
statement that their position “always 
takes into account the shifts and 
evolutions within society,” while 
also considering “recognition of the 
exceptional, proportional view of ethics, 
deontological view and ideologization, 

and choice of conscience.”
 This view is not shared by the 
general superior of the order, Br. Rene 
Stockman, who initially went to the 
Vatican for help in the spring when the 
board announced that it would start 
permitting euthanasia within the order’s 
facilities.
 Previously, since the year 2000, 
the group had maintained a firm policy 
against euthanasia and how to cope 
with requests for it. Br. Stockman 
explained to CNA in August that 
the group would take requests for 
euthanasia seriously, and try to help 
the patient regain their desire for life, 
“knowing of course that someone 
who is very depressive can have the 
tendency to ask for euthanasia.”
 After doing everything possible to 
help alleviate any depression present in 
a patient, if the individual still requests 
euthanasia – which is legal in Belgium 
– the brothers would transfer them 
elsewhere.
 Br. Stockman added at the time 
that Belgium is a country in which 
secularization is very strong and 
euthanasia is legal and widely accepted, 
even among children, making the fight 
against it all the more difficult.
 It is expected that the Vatican will 
respond to the order’s latest statement. 
As to the potential punitive measures 
Pope Francis might ponder, Professor 
Kurt Martens, a Belgian Catholic who 
teaches canon law at the Catholic 
University of America, told CNA 
Deutsch in an email interview Aug 14: 
“the Brothers who are members of the 
board face dismissal from their institute 
- thus will no longer be brothers and 
members of the institute - and the 
health care institutions would forfeit 
their right to call themselves Catholic.” 


Defying Vatican, Belgian 
religious brothers will continue 
to offer euthanasia

40 Days for Life
Christ the King is responsible for 
covering Thursdays during the 40 
Days for Life, which concludes 
on Nov. 5, 2017. Please sign up 
to pray before the abortion clinic 
located at 6112 NW 63 in Warr 
Acres. Questions? Contact Dale 
Dirkschneider at (405) 209-0309 or 
visit 40daysforlife.com/(Oklahomacity)
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Bogotá, Colombia (CNA) - Consuelo 
del Socorro Córdoba is a Colombian 
woman who had made up her mind to 
be euthanized because of the serious 
illnesses caused by an acid attack she 
suffered in 2001.
 But after meeting Pope Francis on 
Sept. 9 during his trip to the Colombia, 
she gave up her intention to end her 
life.
 The woman, who suffers from 
toxoplasmosis – a very serious infection 
that affects the brain – has undergone 
87 surgeries. Speaking to CNN en 
Español she told how she met Pope 
Francis at the Apostolic Nuntiature in 
Bogota.
 “I was the first in line and the first 
one he greeted was me. He gave me 
a hug,” she said. “I’m happy, I told him 
I was going to get euthanized, to help 
me, and he told me no, that I was not 
going to do that. He told me I was very 
brave and very pretty.”

 Since the attack this woman has 
undergone 87 operations, but there are 
still six more to go since she cannot 
consume solid food.
 This encounter with Pope Francis, 
she said “completely changed” her. 
“Now I do want to live and I need the 
whole world to know.”
 “Thanks be to God this miracle 
could take place, that I could be 
here,” the woman shared, who still 
needs several thousand dollars for her 
treatment.
 “I decided to get euthanized Sept. 
29. I have the letter here. Here in 
Teusaquillo, Dr. Gustavo Quiñones 
was going to give me the injection, but 
I’m not going to get it anymore,” she 
said.
 Pope Francis’ Sept. 6-11 trip to 
Colombia follows apostolic visits by 
two of his predecessors, Bl. Paul VI 
and St. John Paul II. During his visit, 
he met with the country’s civil leaders, 

addressed Latin American bishops, 
spoke to men and women religious, 
and made a plea for an end to violence 
and human trafficking in the region. 

She wanted to be euthanized – but changed 
her mind after meeting Pope Francis

God Our Father
Grant that we may not
Seek so much to end

Our suffering
As to unite it

To the suffering of
Your Son Our Lord

Jesus Christ.
Through our suffering

Give us strength 
And a share

In your saving grace,
Offering to others

An opportunity to love
As you love.

Amen
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Domestic violence is a hidden epidemic 
that many clergy and laypersons need 
additional training to address, says one 
priest who runs the country’s largest 
parish-based ministry to counter the 
problem.
 “When you start talking about it, 
that’s when people will start coming 
forward,” Fr. Chuck Dahm, O.P., who 
directs domestic violence outreach for 
the Archdiocese of Chicago, told CNA 
about the problem of domestic abuse.
 Fr. Chuck said that many priests 
and deacons have little preparation to 
assist victims of domestic violence, and 
that more seminary training would be 
helpful for both preparing priests and 
raising awareness on the issue.  
  He said that “When I Call for 
Help,” a pastoral letter on domestic 
violence from the USCCB, is a helpful 
resource for clergy looking for more 
understanding.
 October is Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month. According to the 
CDC, “intimate partner violence” can 
be physical, sexual, or even emotional, 
as with instances of stalking or 
“psychological aggression.”
 Some 27 percent of women in the 
U.S. have suffered intimate partner 
violence at some point, along with 12 
percent of men, the CDC has reported.
 There are many physical and 
psychological effects of domestic 
violence on victims – physical injuries 
and disabilities and bodily effects of 

stress, but also anxiety, depression, 
and trust issues. Children witnessing 
violence in the home may grow up 
with emotional problems like anger, or 
may even become abusers themselves 
when they are adults.
 In his apostolic exhortation on the 
family, Amoris laetitia, Pope Francis 
wrote of the problem of domestic 
abuse:
 “Unacceptable customs still need 
to be eliminated. I think particularly 
of the shameful ill-treatment to which 
women are sometimes subjected, 
domestic violence and various forms of 
enslavement which, rather than a show 
of masculine power, are craven acts of 
cowardice. The verbal, physical, and 
sexual violence that women endure in 
some marriages contradicts the very 
nature of the conjugal union.”
 Pope Francis also insisted upon 
the need for parishes and priests to 
be ready to deal properly with these 
problems: “Good pastoral training 
is important ‘especially in light of 
particular emergency situations arising 
from cases of domestic violence and 
sexual abuse’,” he added, citing the 
final document from the 2015 Synod 
on the Family.
 Catholics have responded to 
this dire need in various ways, from 
organizing a prayer campaign for 
domestic abuse victims to working to 
spread awareness of the problem and 
educate clergy on how to properly deal 

with instances of abuse.
 A symposium on domestic abuse 
took place last year at The Catholic 
University of America in Washington, 
D.C., hosted by the university’s School 
of Social Service.
 A “toolkit” for fighting domestic 
abuse has been provided by the 
Catholics for Family Peace, Education, 
and Research Initiative, which includes 
prayers and directions for helping a 
victim of domestic abuse.
 In recent years, the group has 
marked Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month by asking people to pray at 3 
p.m. daily for domestic abuse victims, 
and has called for a day of prayer 
on Oct. 28, the feast of St. Jude the 
Apostle, the patron saint of hopeless 
cases.
 Fr. Chuck Dahm has created 
a parish-based ministry to combat 
domestic violence. A key part of his 
work is simply preaching about it, 
he says, because it is a widespread 
problem that hides in plain sight.
 There is an “overwhelming lack of 
recognition that the problem is more 
frequent, more common than people 
think,” he told CNA. Many priests 
are completely unaware of cases of 
it, Fr. Chuck noted, although “there 
are people in their parishes who are 
suffering.”
 “I have gone to 90 parishes in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago,” he said. “And 
after I preach about it, people walk out 

How parishes can help address the epidemic 
of domestic abuse
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of the church and they tell me ‘thank 
you for talking about this. This is long 
overdue. And my sister, my daughter 
is in it, or I grew up in it.’ And this is 
so much more common than anybody 
realizes.”
 Sometimes, Fr. Chuck said, priests 
are not well trained and do not know 
how to handle situations in which 
parishioners come to tell them about 
abuse. They may offer inadequate 
advice and solutions.
 Fr. Chuck participated in the 
symposium on domestic abuse at 
Catholic University last year. Since then 
he’s seen the fruits of the conference, 
spreading awareness of the problem.
 “A significant number went home 
with the plans of doing something 
in their diocese or their respective 
organizations,” he said of conference 
participants.
 The Archdiocese of Washington 
held a workshop for priests to learn 
how to deal with incidents of domestic 
abuse and 31 priests attended, he 
said. Two representatives of Catholic 
Charities in Vermont are starting a 
workshop for priests there, and the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City held a 
workshop attended by several priests 
and a meeting for priests with Fr. 
Chuck.
 Still, sometimes priests do not 
attend these events, Fr. Chuck 
acknowledged, and raising awareness 
about the importance of the problem is 
key.
 Unfortunately, it’s been negative 
incidents that have driven the 
conversation about domestic abuse, he 
said. For instance, when surveillance 
videos surfaced of former NFL running 
back Ray Rice punching his fiancée, 
and then dragging her off an elevator 
while she was unconscious, the 
“subsequent outrage” after that and 
other incidents like it “helps create 
more awareness about the problem.”
 Then “people feel a little bit more 
comfortable and required to speak out 
about this and do something about it,” 
Fr. Chuck explained. “The publicity 
about negative events or harmful events 
is quite helpful in raising awareness.”
 “We’re really behind on this,” he 
said of the Church’s efforts to combat 
the problem, but at the same time, 
“we’re making progress.” 

The American cultural situation poses 
great challenges, but these can be 
overcome through a missionary 
renewal following Pope Francis’ 
proposed “culture of encounter,” said 
the apostolic nuncio to the U.S.
 Archbishop Christophe Pierre 
spoke Oct. 7 at an event marking 
the 50th anniversary of the Missouri 
Catholic Conference.
 “Reading the history of the Missouri 
Catholic Conference, one cannot help 
but marvel at how the Spirit of God has 
been at work in you in the defense of 
Catholic school students, marriage and 
family life, in protecting the unborn, 
disabled and vulnerable members of 
society, and in your genuine concern 
for the poor and migrants,” he said.
 “Today is a day to give thanks to 
God, but it is also a time to reflect on 
the future of your journey together.”
 The archbishop spoke at the 
Cathedral of Saint Joseph in Jefferson 
City, Missouri for the anniversary 
celebration of the Catholic conference, 
which handles public policy for the 
Catholic Church in Missouri.
 In his remarks, Pierre cited Pope 
Francis’ desire for a “synodal Church,” 
a Church that journeys together on the 

paths of history “towards the encounter 
with Christ the Lord.” He said the 
Catholic conference has been “building 
up the Kingdom of God by living and 
acting in a collegial way.”
 He also surveyed American cultural 
changes, drawing on Boston College 
professor Hosffman Ospino’s keynote 
at the Convocation of Catholic Leaders 
held earlier this year.
 The roles, expectations and 
practices of family life have been 
reconfigured; communal life has 
been eroded in favor of individualism, 
including in religious practice and Mass 
attendance; culture wars have led to 
“the demonization of those with whom 
we disagree”; and rising secularization 
has meant that 25 percent of Americans 
and about half of baptized Catholics 
under age 30 identify as having no 
religious affiliation, he noted.
 “The challenges are great, but not 
insurmountable,” said Pierre, drawing 
on his experience as nuncio to Mexico.
 He cited Pope Francis’ apostolic 
exhortation “Evangelii Gaudium” as 
a key to understanding the Church’s 
missionary dimension.

The future of the US Church 
is missionary encounter, 
nuncio says

continued on p. 34
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Nov. 6
2-7pm

Give Blood
Save Lives

Sign up in the 
Mayfield Foyer

 “If something should rightly disturb 
us, it is the fact that so many of our 
brothers and sisters are living without 
the strength, light and consolation born 
of friendship with Jesus Christ, without 
a community of faith to support them, 
without meaning and a goal in life,” the 
Pope said in his exhortation.
 Similarly, Pope Francis told the 
U.S. bishops in a November 2016 
video message: “Our great challenge is 
to create a culture of encounter, which 
encourages individuals and groups to 
share the richness of our traditions and 
experiences, to break down walls and 
to build bridges.”
 Archbishop Pierre added: “If we 
are to propose God’s Word to the 

World, and the Holy Father reminds us 
that ‘no one is to be excluded from the 
joy brought by the Lord,’ then we must 
do so positively – with the joyful ‘Yes’ 
of our whole life! This is exactly what 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, the model 
missionary disciple, did with her life.”
 The nuncio drew on the Feast of 
Our Lady of the Rosary and its roots 
in the victory of Christian forces at 
the Battle of Lepanto despite being 
outnumbered and outgunned by an 
Ottoman fleet.
 Archbishop Pierre said reflection on 
the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary might 
help the faithful better understand the 
Church’s mission and help the Catholic 
conference better reflect on how the 
Gospel might have “a greater impact 
on the life and structures of individuals, 
the Church, and the world in a rapidly 
changing environment, marked by 
secularization, individualism, and 
isolation.”
 “We learn from Mary that we find 
true joy in obedience to God’s Word – 
according to His plan and in His time. 
As disciples, at times, we want our 
vocation on our terms. Mary teaches 
us that everything must be surrendered 
to God. This lesson – which really 
involves our conversion – is best 
learned in silence and contemplation.”
 Mary showed active engagement 
in the world, and could not keep her joy 
to herself.
 The Nativity of Christ, because 
it was witnessed by people on the 
peripheries, such as shepherds, 

showed that the encounter with Christ 
at the peripheries opens new horizons. 
It prompts one to ask how Christ is 
present at the margins, like in prisons 
and jails or on death row.
 Pierre praised the Missouri 
Catholic Conference’s work combating 
the “throwaway culture” and its creation 
of communities and conditions “in 
which every life and all of creation is 
valued.” The nuncio also stressed the 
importance of work on migration, work 
that promotes the common good, and 
the preferential option for the poor that 
is not merely social activism but “loving 
attentiveness.”
 “The Church must go forth to meet 
people unafraid of encountering those 
families facing difficulty,” he said.
 Pope Francis expressed “cordial 
greetings and good wishes” to those 
gathered, according to a message 
from Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Vatican 
Secretary of State. The cardinal 
conveyed the Pope’s apostolic blessing 
“as a pledge of joy and peace in the 
Lord.”
 “His Holiness prays that this 
anniversary will be the occasion not 
only of gratitude for the blessings 
and accomplishments of the past half 
century, but also of a renewed effort 
to favor the pastoral effectiveness 
of the Church’s mission in the State 
of Missouri amid the challenges and 
the opportunities of the present time,” 
Cardinal Parolin said in a message 
read by Pierre. 

continued from p. 33
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